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Covert and Overt 
 

New book explores the historical relationships between 
covert intelligence work and information science 

 
 

October 28, 2005, Medford, New Jersey—Information Today, Inc. (ITI) has announced the publication of Covert & 

Overt: Recollecting and Connecting Intelligence Service and Information Science, edited by Robert V. Williams and 

Ben-Ami Lipetz. This is the latest title in the ASIST Monograph Series published by ITI on behalf of the American 

Society for Information Science & Technology (ASIST), and represents a unique cooperation between ITI and 

Scarecrow Press, Inc., of Lanham, Maryland. 

 

Covert and Overt is the first scholarly book to present an in-depth exploration of the historical relationships between 

covert intelligence work and information/computer science. Editors Williams and Lipetz contribute their own chapters 

along with those by intelligence professionals and technologists from a range of U.S. and British agencies and armed 

services. The book first examines the pivotal strides made during World War II to utilize technology in the gathering 

and dissemination of government/military intelligence. Next, it traces the evolution of the relationship between 

spymasters, computers, and systems developers through the years of the Cold War—a period notable for the parallel 

development of high-tech spyware and powerful systems for encoding, decoding, storing, and manipulating intelligence 

data. 
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Covert and Overt includes an Introduction by the editors and these 17 chapters: 

• “Intelligence Work and the Information Professions,” by Robert S. Taylor 
• “Spies of the Airwaves,” by Norman Horrocks 
• “Intelligence Work and Information Science: Two Men in a Boat,” by David Batty 
• “The Intelligence Game: Seeing is Believing?,” by Robert Lee Chartrand 
• “Applications of Information Science to U.S. Naval Intelligence and Narcotics Intelligence, 

1974–1992,” by Emil Levine 
• “A Life in the Information Trade,” by Charles T. Meadow 
• “Information Management in MI5 Before the Age of the Computer,” by Alistair Black and 

Rodney Brunt 
• “Some Aspects of Indexing in British Intelligence, 1939–1945,” by Rodney Brunt 
• “Intelligence Agencies, Librarians, and Information Scientists,” by Colin Burke 
• “Historical Note on Information Science in Wartime: Pioneer Documentation Activities in 

World War II,” by Pamela Spence Richards 
• “Technology for Open Source Government Information and Business Intelligence,” by 

George L. Marling 
• “Knowledge Transfer: Information Science Shapes Intelligence in the Cold War Era,” by 

Lee S. Strickland 
• “The Information Science and Intelligence Literature: An Overview,” by Robert V. Williams 
• “Defining What Information Science Is or Should Be: A Survey and Review of a Half-Century 

of Published Pronouncements,” by Ben-Ami Lipetz 
• “Wanted: A Definition of ‘Intelligence’,” by Michael Warner 
• “Evidence and Inference in Foreign Intelligence,” by Maurice H. Hellner 
• “The Zoo and the Jungle: A Comparison of the Information Practices of Intelligence Analysts 

and Scientists,” by Harold A. Wooster 

 

Robert V. Williams is Distinguished Emeritus Professor, University of South Carolina (Columbia), School of Library 

and Information Science. Ben-Ami Lipetz is Emeritus Professor of Information Science at the University at Albany, 

State University of New York. 

 

Covert & Overt: Recollecting and Connecting Intelligence Service and Information Science (256 

pp/hardcover/$49.50/ISBN 1-57387-234-2) may be ordered within North America by contacting Information Today, 

Inc. via phone: 800-300-9868; fax: 609-654-4309; e-mail: custserv@infotoday.com; or log on to the ITI Web site at 

www.infotoday.com. To order outside North America contact Scarecrow Press via phone: 44-1752-202-301; fax: 44-

1752-202-333; or e-mail: orders@nbninternational.com. 
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